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This thesis illustrates why India should play a more important role in U.S 
strategic planning and policy making by demonstrating that India is an established 
regional power with innate aspirations of becoming a great power. This is 
accomplished by forecasting India’s global role in the twenty-first century using 
a historical analysis of modern Indian history, and augmented by an indepth 
analysis of three key indicators of India’s great power potential: the issue of 

Kashmir, the Indian Navy, and the Indian Economy. The thesis recommends that 
the United States acknowledge that India is approaching the threshold of true great 
power status and plan accordingly. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



India has been identified as a potential great power in 
the twenty-first century. India's strategic location, immense 
population, vast untapped resources, growing military power, 
and expanding economy warrant more attention in U.S. strategic 
circles, yet it remains only a peripheral concern to the 
United States. This thesis argues that India will play a more 
important role in the post -Cold War world, therefore, the 
United States should elevate the priority of India in its 
foreign policy hierarchy. 

A forecast of India's role in the international political 
structure of the twenty- first century will be accomplished 
through an analysis of the events, policies, and personalities 
that have shaped India's great power potential from 
independence in 1947 to the present day. This analysis will 
be conducted chronologically and focus on four time frames: 
1947-1962: Nehru and nation building 

1962-1971: The clash of realpolitik and idealism 

1971-1990: Regional hegemony and the Cold War 

1990-1994: Beyond socialism and the Soviet Union. 

This chronological analysis will be augmented by an indepth 
analysis of three key indicators of India's great power 
potential: the issue of Kashmir, the Indian Navy, and the 

Indian economy. 

The thesis concludes by recognizing that India is an 
established regional power with the potential to become a 
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great power during the first half of the twenty- first century. 
In addition to this hypothesis, six general assertions are 
deduced from the body of the thesis: 

1. India has and will maintain intrinsic great power 
aspirations . 

2. For the time being, India will remain a peripheral concern 
for U.S. foreign policy. India continues to be considered 
half as important as China, receiving minimal attention in 
U.S. strategic circles even though it is an established 
regional power and a potential great power. 

3. India's economic reforms will continue but New Delhi's 
successes will be overshadowed by the rapid growth of other, 
more dynamic Asian economies (i.e. China, Taiwan, Thailand, 
and South Korea) . 

4. The Indian Navy will continue to be the Indian Ocean's 
dominant indigenous maritime power well into the foreseeable 
future. Its formidable power projection capabilities are 
likely to grow in proportion to the Indian economy (i.e. the 
percentage of India's defense spending will remain relatively 
constant) . 

5. The issue of Kashmir will continue to be a political 
albatross for New Delhi in the twenty- first century. Tensions 
between India and Pakistan over this disputed territory will 
hamper economic cooperation and growth throughout South Asia. 

6. India's central government and democratic institutions 
will continue to be tested by communal violence and ethno- 
religious conflicts but will survive. 

Sooner or later the United States will have to 

acknowledge the growing international status of India. A 

highly visible, pragmatic, and co-operative U.S. approach 

toward India now would be the most cost effective means to 

pursue the current U.S. national interests -- regional 

stability, an expansion of economic trade, and the reduction 

and elimination of WMD -- in South Asia in the future. 
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In addition to the current U.S. national interests with 



regard to South Asia, a healthy, enduring bilateral 
relationship with India could also serve as a continental and 
maritime Asian counter- balance against a potentially 
belligerent Russia, China, or Japan. 



I . INTRODUCTION 

Technology and trade have made the world smaller and more 
interdependent. In the wake of the Cold War, regional 
political events will have a greater impact on U.S. domestic 
and foreign policies. The uncertainty of today's international 
political environment necessitates a reevaluation of U.S. 
national interests and security strategies. This reevaluation 
should concentrate on those regions and countries which will 
have the greatest impact on the long-term security and 
economic well being of the United States. 

India has been identified as a 'potential great power in 

the twenty-first century. In his final book, Beyond Peace . 

Richard Nixon warned that: 

The stakes are enormous. We [the United 
States] have a profound interest in India's 
success in implementing free-market economic 
reforms. . .it [India] will become a great 
power by the next century if it continues down 
the road toward free-market economics. 1 

India's strategic location, immense population, vast untapped 

resources, growing military power, and expanding economy 

warrant more attention in U.S. strategic circles. Yet for 

most Americans, "India is half as important as China and gets 

one tenth the attention." 2 When our attention is drawn to 



Richard M. Nixon, Beyond Peace (New York: Random House, 

1994) 158-165. 

• Emily MacFarquhar, "America and the un-China, " U.S. News and 
World Report 23 May 1994: 49. 
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India it is usually due to some unfortunate circumstance or 
for controversial issues such as: nuclear proliferation, human 
rights violations, unfair labor practices, overpopulation, and 
most recently, outbreaks of pneumonic and bubonic plague. 

America's benign apathy towards India resulted from the 
policies and practices of the Cold War. The "with us or 
against us" mentality of the U.S. anti - communist crusade 
pushed India closer to the Soviet Union and caused a half- 
century of uneven, estranged Indo-American relations . 3 

While the end of the Cold War presents many challenges 
for U.S. policy makers, it also offers new opportunities for 



dealing with South 


Asia . 


The -United 


States 


has 


the 


opportunity to expunge 


Indo-American 


relations 


of 


misunderstandings and 


misconceptions that arose from 


Cold 


War 


politics. A strong, 


healthy 


relationship 


flowing 


from 


the 



convergence of U.S. and Indian national interests (i.e. free 
market economic growth, the survival of multi - cultural 
democracy, and a relaxation of tensions in South Asia) could 
lead to lasting peace and prosperity in the region. 

The goal of this thesis is to explain why South Asia 
should be an integral component of post Cold War U.S. 
strategic thinking and planning. This is to be accomplished 
by demonstrating what kind of global power India is likely to 
become. A worthwhile prediction of India's future must be 

Dennis Kux, Tndia and the United States: Estranged 
Democracies (Washington D.C.: National Defense University Press, 
1992 ) 447 . 



2 



based on a solid understanding of the major developments of 
the latter half of the twentieth century. 

A forecast of India's role in the international political 
structure of the twenty- first century will be made through an 
analysis of the events, policies, and personalities that have 
shaped India's great power potential from independence in 1947 
to the present day. This analysis will be conducted 
chronologically and focus on four time frames: 

1947-1962: Nehru and nation building 

1962-1971: The clash of realpolitik and idealism 

1971-1990: Regional hegemony and the Cold War 

1990-1994: Beyond socialism and the Soviet Union 

India's recognized nuclear capability, large standing 
army, vast pool of highly skilled labor, and enormous 
population are worthy of more attention in U.S. strategic 
circles than smaller nations lacking these attributes. On 
the flip side, however, India's inefficient bureaucracy, high 
level of poverty, and myriad of violent ethno-religious 
conflicts are not the marks of a great power. This historical 
analysis will highlight key determinants that support India's 
claim to great power status and also explain the primary 
factors obstructing New Delhi's efforts to play a greater role 
in world events. 

Two indicators of great power status are economic 

capacity and naval strength. As Captain Mahan predicted: 

Whoever controls the Indian Ocean dominates 
Asia. This Ocean is the key to the Seven 
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Seas. In the 21st century the destiny of the 
world will be decided on its waters. 4 

Because economic vitality and naval might will continue to be 

high priorities for tomorrow's world powers, this thesis will 

also evaluate India's economic and naval power potential. 

A section of this thesis will also be devoted to the 
historical and contemporary sources of India's ongoing 
Kashmiri imbroglio. Many of modern India's domestic, 
regional, and international difficulties are a result of the 
long standing feud between New Delhi and Islamabad over 
Kashmir. A peaceful resolution of this conflict could 
stabilize relations in the region and lessen domestic tensions 
throughout South Asia, thus, accelerating India's drive toward 
great power status. If the belligerent rhetoric and saber 
rattling between India and Pakistan were to intensify, 
however, the ensuing economic and political erosion could lead 
to a fourth war, possibly with nuclear consequences. 

A concise analysis of India's modern history, keying on 
the forces that have and will shape India's future world role, 
combined with an indepth examination of the Indian Navy, 
economy, and the Kashmir conflict will provide valuable 
insights as to the future of India's strategic role in the 
post-Cold War world. 



Alfred T. Mahan as quoted in Monoranjan Bezboruah, U. S . 
Strategy in the Indian Ocean (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1977) 

•j 
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The proceeding chapters will also demonstrate that India 
believes its "tryst with destiny" is to become one of the 
world's great nations. India has been the dominant regional 
power in South Asia for over two decades. If India's economy 
takes off and sustains consistent high rates of growth like so 
many of its Asian neighbors, New Delhi will emerge as a major 
powerhouse in the Asia-Pacific region by the middle of the 
twenty- first century. 

Future global economic development and growth will 
inevitably make the Indian Ocean and the subcontinent of Asia 
even more vital to world commerce and trade. Today as India 
approaches the threshold of great power status, however, the 
United States continues to overlook the economic potential and 
strategic importance of this region. 
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II. 



1947-1962: NEHRU AND NATION BUILDING 



Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first Prime Minister, initiated 
India's great power aspirations. Nehru felt that because of 
its ancient history, immense population, economic potential, 
geographic location, and sheer size, India was destined to be 
an influential player on the world stage. While non- 
alignment and its corollary, panchsheel (peaceful 
coexistence) , were designed to give India the political 
freedom it needed to build a strong, secure state, the 1962 
war with China demonstrated the vulnerability of the embryonic 
republic to external military threats. Nehru's personality 
and moral commitment to the establishment of the world's 
largest democracy greatly contributed to India's global 
stature. His egalitarian values and charismatic leadership 
imparted a lasting imprint on India's international demeanor. 

India's laudable ideals and founding principles, however, 
were overshadowed by its abject poverty and military weakness. 
Unfortunately for newly independent India, great powers were 
not based on moral righteousness but on their economic and 
military muscle. 



7 



A. 



NON-ALIGNMENT 



A key leader in the drive for independence from Britain 
and the first Prime Minister of independent India, Jawaharlal 
Nehru was the architect of Indian foreign, economic, and 
national security policy. Because Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy 
and campaign of non-violence helped expel the British from the 
subcontinent, Nehru felt that military force was not the 
primary method to accomplish his political agenda. 5 His 
vision for the future of India was based on a combination of 
British parliamentary democracy, secular liberalism, Fabian 
socialism, the ideals of Gandhi, and the centrally planned 
economy of the Soviet Union. 

Although Nehru's primary goal was the social and economic 
improvement of India he was keenly interested in foreign 
affairs. Nehru realized that India's foreign relations would 
have a major impact on his domestic agenda. As an 
accomplished scholar and writer, he was unusually well versed 
in world history and international relations. It was no 
surprise to those around him that Nehru chose to serve as his 
own foreign minister. With an inward- looking, secular 
perspective, Nehru believed that India should "keep away from 
the power politics of groups, aligned against one another" and 
focus on its own agricultural and industrial modernization, 



B.R. Nanda, ed., Indian Foreign Policy, the Nehru Years 
(Delhi: Vikas, 1976) 2. 
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the construction of a solid democratic infrastructure, and the 
eradication of poverty. 6 He realized that agricultural 
innovations and massive industrialization were necessary in 
order to raise the overall standard of living for the great 
mass of India's people. Nehru also understood that these 
advancements were crucial if the young republic ever hoped to 
fulfill his lofty global aspirations. 

Nehru's ideas of neutrality with regard to the Cold War 

and his concentration on India's domestic problems led him to 

a policy of non-alignment. What Nehru described as staying 

clear of foreign entanglements the United States interpreted 

as condoning Soviet communism. Prime Minister Nehru's 

rationale for non-alignment was also based on his perception 

of India as a potential great power: 

I can understand some of the smaller countries 
of Europe or some of the smaller countries of 
Asia being forced by circumstances to bow down 
before some of the greater powers and becoming 
practically satellites of those powers, 
because they cannot help it. The power 
opposed to them is so great and they have 
nowhere to turn. But I do not think that 
consideration applies to India. . . India is 

too big a country herself to be bound down to 
any country, however big it may be . 7 

Dominance over neighboring states, territorial conquest, 
and regional hegemony were not Nehru's concerns. As Prime 
Minister he felt that the resolution of India's immense 



6 Nanda 3 . 

Jawaharlal Nehru, India's Foreign Policy ( [Delhi] : unknown 
publ . , [1961]) 32. (emphasis added). 
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internal problems was his chief objective. The mass migration 
that followed partition led to horrendous communal violence 
between Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs. Poverty, communalism, and 
ethnic conflict threatened to destroy the Indian Union before 
it could hope to achieve its "rightful" place in the global 
pecking order. 

One of the best summaries of how and why non-alignment 

became the basis of Indian foreign policy is in the form of a 

personal letter written by Nehru to the first Indian 

ambassador to the People's Republic of China: 

Our general policy is to avoid entanglement in 
power politics and not to join any group of 
powers as against any other group. The two 
leading groups today are the Russian bloc and 
the Anglo-American bloc. We must be friendly 
to both and yet not join either. Both America 
and Russia are extraordinarily suspicious of 
each other as well as of other countries. 

This makes our path difficult and we may well 
be suspected by each of leaning towards the 
other. This cannot be helped. 8 

This brief letter explains the dilemma that faced India's 

founding father. If he embraced the United States and its 

allies, he would upset his powerful neighbor, the Soviet 

Union. On the other hand, if Nehru was perceived as backing 

the Soviets too much, Washington would put India on its list 

of enemies. Again, in Nehru's words: 

Our foreign policy will ultimately be governed 
by our internal policy. That policy is far 
from being Communistic and is certainly 
opposed to the Communist Party of India. 
Nevertheless, there is a great and growing 



8 Nanda 134-35. 
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